Who chooses a rapid test for HIV in Los Angeles County, California?
The purpose of this study was to determine who chooses a rapid test for HIV when given a choice in a community-based or mobile van setting in Long Beach, California. Individuals were given a choice of either rapid or standard HIV testing either alone or in conjunction with testing for sexually transmitted diseases (STD). Of the 2,752 HIV tests performed between March 2005 and March 2009, 917 (33%) were rapid tests. Preference for rapid HIV testing was among men who have sex with men (MSM), who reported using alcohol in the last 48 hr but who did not endorse the use of illicit drugs; individuals reporting sex trading were also more likely to choose the rapid HIV test. African Americans, regardless of sexual identification, were significantly less likely to choose an HIV rapid test. Strategies are needed to encourage HIV rapid testing among both noninjection and injection drug users, and other at-risk groups.